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Hi everyone 
Lots of self-seeded primroses this year 
Kaye and Bob 



Hi All 
 
As we are unable to get together in person during this difficult time, how about we keep in 
touch using technology? 
 
Let's start with a message from Dave, our Chairman: 
 
'I am already starting to realise the benefit of self isolation. Soon our garden is going to be 
weed free, the lawn perfectly groomed and the patio sparkling. Jane is already feeling the 
benefit of my inability to escape. That would be an ideal scenario. Life doesn't work like 
that and instead I find myself working more hours now than before I retired. Mole Valley 
Farmers are at present four drivers down. This is nothing to do with the current situation, 
but just unfortunate cases of paternity leave and general illness. Goodness knows what 
will happen if any of the rest of us have to self isolate. Jane and I are spending plenty of 
time in the garden however and enjoying this change of weather. The sun still shines thank 
goodness. The purpose of this email is hopefully to let every club member realise that alt-
hough we have had to abandon our monthly get together we can still stay in touch with 
one another. Email is a wonderful invention and virtually free. Perhaps we could start a 
sort of forum. It also follows that should any one of us need help or anything else please 
email me. This particularly applies to people living on their own. Let us hope this situation 
soon goes away, but it doesn't look good at the moment. Please try to stay well. Best wish-
es.' 
 
Another suggestion has been to share photographs of plants that are looking good to make 

us smile   
 
Maybe we can also share what we are doing in the garden, useful hints and tips, inter-
esting websites, questions etc. This is a really busy time for gardeners and luckily, for now 
at least, the weather is in our favour. 
 
Keep in touch. 
 
Sally B. 

 
Hi all.  I think this is a great idea.  Jeff and I spent yesterday afternoon trying to get to grips 
with ground elder in one bed in the garden...a job we had put off for a couple of years 
with dire consequences. We garden organically so apart from laboriously digging and pull-
ing inch by inch we don't know of another way!!  Any ideas?  And we managed coffee out-
side ....lovely!! 
Veronica 



Thought I would share a photo 
of my sweet peas!  
This could be fun!   
Pauline  

Hi all 
Yes this is going to be fun... this is 
my coronilla, recent purchase 
and love it 
Jackie xx 



This is ribes Elkingtons White 
bought for me recently by a 
friend. I love it (and one of my 
little hens in the background)  
Sally B. 

I am fighting ground elder as well at the moment....and yes....it should have been done last 
year....and the year before that! I do tackle it every year..... but obviously not hard enough! 
This year I will win....perhaps!!  
Best  
Rosemary 

It’s amazing what extra time on your hands can do for you. I am on my last patch of 
ground elder in the garden but I suspect it will return with vigour as soon as my back is 
turned.  
Bill and I are spending a lot more time together. We have not fallen out yet !!  
Happy gardening everyone. Enjoy the sunshine while it lasts.  
Dot and Bill  



Hard at work planting potatoes 
and onion sets.  
Ian and Cheryl 

Hi All, 
Hope we are all keeping fit, it seems nearly everyone is spending a lot of time in their gar-
dens. Rob has been doing a lot of work around the new pond, no photos as yet, not all 
done.  Photos following anon. I have spent my last 3 days shampooing the carpet, halfway 
through the bungalow (which is actually one carpet). 
Stay healthy, and keep gardening. 
Val and Rob 

Dear All 
Glad everyone is making the most of the lovely weather and getting out in the garden. 
I have grappled with my laptop and home working today.  
However not for much longer.  
Officially from next week I am on GARDENING LEAVE! 
Can't wait! 
Lots of love 
Suzanne x x  



Not sure how to make use of this message lark, but here goes. 
It is a long time since I've spent as much time digging; it seems like everyone else is also at 
it !! 
I suppose I should feel better after all the exercise however it doesn't seem to work that 
way, I'm ready for bed!! 
Ah well tomorrow's another day. 
Keep at it, you know it will do you good. 
Night night  
Barry 

May I take this opportunity to thank everyone for their responses. They were all brilliant. 
Loved the pictures of your upside down sweet peas and chicken. Very interested in 
the sweet pea picture. What were the pots made of? It looks as though they are designed 
to be planted straight into the soil and then disintegrate so that the sweet peas can just 
grow on. As for ground elder removal, Jane and I are experts. The previous owner here had 
it every where. We dug it all out and burnt it. Took us nearly twelve months.  
Best wishes to all.  
Dave and Jane. 

Morning All 
Lots of Primroses and a self-isolating Daffodil! 
Suzanne x x  
 



Great comments and photos, lots of Ground Elder being dug up and some veggies going in. 
I am planning on digging today, I will take plenty of breaks to protect my back. 
Looking forward to the pond photos, from Val and Rob. 
Happy gardening all. Looking forward to today's updates. 
Take Care 
Sal 

Morning, 
In answer to your query about the root trainers, Dave.  They do not break down and are re
-usable.  When you need to plant you pull them apart and you have a brilliant root sys-
tem.  I got them from Sarah Raven about 3 years ago and although a bit pricey (as she al-
ways is!), they have been a good purchase and if treated carefully will go on and on - a bit 
like me, now I come to think of it! 
I leave you with picture of my pond. 
Stay safe - Pauline  

What a lovely lot of gardens – could have open gardens right now! 
Judy 



As we are no longer allowed to go to the beach Dave decided to paddle in the pond - 
whilst in there he cleaned the pump and Charley and I got rid of huge amounts of pond 
weed!! 
We have also tackled the ground elder, dug the borders, cut the grass, pruned back some 
shrubs, dug out vast quantities of mud only to find the dump is no longer open. Consider-
ing where to stock pile all the rubbish we have now accumulated.   
Ruth 



I am chained to my desk and work-
ing as usual and, typically, sunshine 
will be gone by the weekend. But at 
least evenings are getting longer and 
my clematis looks lovely! 
Helen 

Good afternoon,  
We are so lucky to have this weather, 
with all this horrid stuff all over the 
world.  Here is a photo of a hellebores 
we inherited.  It is so pretty, although 
there are a couple of hyacinths shar-
ing its space.  (Not yet weeded)) 
Val and Rob 



Hello from Marston, 
Our day has been mainly making a 
start on replacing trellis which blew 
down in the storms. Got the posts 
in, after lots of planning and head 
scratching! 
I got my walk in and Tony did his 
bike ride. Pictures attached of tu-
lips, which were a lovely surprise, 
and our viburnum burkwoodii, 
which looks lovely, but the per-
fume  wafts all around the garden. 
Wonderful. 
Best wishes to all 
Heather & Tony 



Well, the garden was the place to be again today, well done all. 
I had planned on digging but after emptying and spreading the contents of 2 compost bins, 
I couldn’t face it so I attacked some HUGE brambles that I have been ignoring in the hedge. 
After that I remembered that the garden is also a place to relax and sat and read for a 
while listening to the birds and insects. 
Ro, I also have loads of forget me nots, they make me smile at this time of year (then curse 
later on). They are full of bees just now including this little fellow (only took 50 tries to get 
a photo but hey, got nothing better to do). 
Keep it up everyone. 
Sally B. 
 



Hello All, 
Lovely Clematis Helen.   
We’ve spent the winter digging out the dreaded 
“Ground Elder” from a long border at the 
bottom of the garden and others. So, I’m attach-
ing a couple of photos of bare earth really and 
the view, in hope that in a few weeks they will 
be a lot more interesting and colourful as I start 
to do the exciting re-planting. 
Happy gardening. 
Alison and David 



Still taking advantage of the fine 
weather. Digging veggie plots, 
putting up nesting boxes and 
watching peacocks.  
Ian  



Great to see and hear how everyone is getting on whilst the weather is on our side. 
 

Oh boy, Ground Elder is a nasty and lots of us seem to be struggling with it. 
I spent a bit of time researching it for anyone who is lucky enough to not know it. 
We also have the variegated form which is not quite so vigorous I think and is actually quite 
pretty. 
Ground elder is a terrifyingly persistent weed. The soil should be repeatedly dug over and 
the rhizomes removed and burnt. Just one digging session will not eradicate all the roots 
and rhizomes. Where it invades a planted area it may be necessary to dig out the desirable 
plants and clean off their roots to remove rhizome fragments. The soil-free plants should 
be potted up and observed to ensure no ground elder has been missed. The cleared bed 
has to be cultivated repeatedly to deal with the ground elder before replanting. 
The young translucent leaves are best for salads. The slightly older leaves can be cooked 
like spinach, but when the leaves become course and papery they are best left on the 
plant. 
If you have a patch of Ground Elder keep cutting it back and young fresh leaves will grow 
back in no time. 
Once Ground Elder flowers it becomes a mild laxative, a diuretic and a soporific so it is best 
not eaten once the flowers appear or one could fall asleep and wake up in all sorts of trou-
ble! 
Sal 

On that last note think I'll stick to spinach!!! Jackie 



Loving all the primroses and forget me 
nots!! I don’t have much space so in 
process of digging up the front gar-
den. Will be my new play pen. Taken a 
before pic hopefully after pic will look 
bit more convincing. And the ever 
faithful dafs are still here.   
Keep safe  
Jackie xx 



Our current focus in our garden (lifting and washing all our slate from our paths and patio), 
this is Joy at work yesterday! 
Keep well 
Joy and Nick 

Hi to all 
Keep at it joy . hope you’ve counted them and none are missing!! 
I seem to find plenty to do. Been putting up new posts for the raspberries. Potato planting 
later.  
Jenny 



 
Cowslips in my garden looking beautiful.  It certainly lifts the spirits.  We are so lucky to 
have our gardens.   
Cheryl 

Must try to take some photos – meanwhile do look over front gate – lovely camellia - 
or side wall into ‘orchard’ if you are passing - lots of primroses & blossom on fruit 
trees coming out (hope no hard frost!).  Some silver linings - & aren’t we all lucky to 
be in such a friendly village.  
Judy  

 
I really enjoyed your article about ground elder. Jane and I agree with everything in the 
article . We didn't try eating the stuff however. I can tell you that you don't have to eat 
the stuff to become soporific. After a week or two of digging it up anyone could sleep 
for England.  
Dave 



The few flowers left that haven’t been 
eaten by the new arrival in our home! 
Sally C. 



Day 1 of Garden Project ….. 
Best wishes 
Suzanne x 

I am desperately hoping for beginners’ luck. We have always refused to be remotely inter-
ested in growing vegetables. I now find myself digging up part of the lawn and ordering any 
number of different seeds. If it doesn’t work, I can always put back grass when this is all 
over! 
Susan and Lambert 

Good luck from Pauline! 



I have a story for today: 
Terry and I have 4 lovely hens, they are free to roam around the garden. We also like to 
grow vegetables, which the hens often dig up whilst searching for goodies so we fence off 
the veggie patch. 
Today we were repairing the fence so we can sow and plant as soon as the weather is 
right.  When we are working in the garden, the hens are always very interested in case we 
turn up something tasty and today was no exception. I was sat on the ground, leaning right 
down to attach the chicken wire to the base of a post. Suddenly I felt a sharp stab to my left 
ear lobe, I looked up to see my gold stud earing in a hen's beak! I grabbed her but I was too 
late - down it went. 
Will I ever see it again? 
Sal 

Would you want to wear it again if you did find it again?  
Rosemary 

My Helleborus have rather expanded since we first moved in and I have been planting up 
seedlings for family.  I will pot more up soon and happy if anyone would like some. 
Best wishes 
Liz 



Many thanks for replies and suggestions, I think I will chalk this one up to experience. At 
least it wasn't a diamond earing like one lady I read about. 
Here is the hen, far too lovely to do away with. 
 

Here are some of your replies: 
 
I reckon the only way you will see that again is 
to wring its neck and open up its crop. Probably 
a bit overkill. It is now the most valuable hen in 
Worton. My daughter Annie has built a very se-
cure chicken run out at the pony paddock, and 
has eight rescue hens. 10 out of 10 for enter-
tainment, and more eggs than we can eat. Glad 
to hear you are both enjoying the garden now. I 
have been working out in the pony paddock 
over the weekend. Annie and Alan, her fiance, 
have been sorting out the hedges. I have been 
using the tractor and loader to help them pick 
up and burn the  debris, and have chain har-
rowed and rolled the grass. Thank goodness for 
a cab on the tractor. I used to sit on a tractor in 
all weather all day in the open when I was 
young. Not sure I could do it now.  
Best wishes. Dave. 

 
The answer does not bear thinking about! 
 
24 hrs? Poo checking time!!!! 
 

That's brilliant! Hope it doesn't hurt too much. Will she lay golden eggs in future    
 
Hi Sal. If you do get it back I don't what it will be like the hen digestive tract is very acid. 
Good luck in your endeavour. 
 
Sal 

Hi Sal 
She is a lovely looking bird, how could you hurt her? 
Val 



Hello everyone  
Day 3 of Garden Project.  
Not sure how long it's going to take, we may run out of materials, then it might grind to a 
halt for a while! 
Anyhow, Andy is laying bricks today. 
I have some lovely tulips which will be out very soon. 
Lots of love 
Suzanne x 

I have just heard that the Townsend Garden Centre in Devizes is doing a delivery service if 
that helps anyone. 
Best wishes 
Neil and Allison. 

Whoopee!      Suzanne 
 



Project hens. Created a screen of beech hedging around hens. Gravel, when we can ac-
quire it, to go inside to prevent battle of the Somme look alike we had early this year. 
Some major turf/mud removal to take place!! 
Ruth 

As a newbie to the club and also in the village I’d be interested to know if under normal 
circumstances members do ‘swapsies’ for plants, seedlings etc. And is it feasible to do so 
this year?   
Anthony  
 
I sincerely hope it is! 
There is no way I can prick out and plant the 1,000 Nicotiana that appear to have taken! 

  
Pauline  
 
In the past we have had a bring and buy at the Gardening Club meetings..I'm not sure 
about what we could do at the moment though! I suppose anyone who has some extra 
plants could leave them outside so that they could be picked up on our exercise walks! Is 
there any reason why we can't? Any other suggestions?  
Rosemary 

 
In normal times lots of members and neighbours have done informal swaps. Tricky this 
year but at least email is a good way of letting each other know if we have surplus. I know 
some people are out and about more than others depending on circumstances. 
Sally B. 



So many members of the gardening club have enjoyed working on their gardens and sharing their photos, that we thought we 
would put together a monthly set of pictures and comments, providing a record of how our gardens and priorities are changing 
for us as long as this distancing/isolation goes on.  
Edited by Giles C. and Sally B. 
Any queries, please contact giles.collins@btinternet.com 

Hi, regarding delivery of garden sundries etc. I have been in contact with The Nursery in 
Hilperton (01225 571331) and ordered various items inc plants, compost,fruit bushes etc., 
and found them very reliable and no delivery charge to Worton. They delivered yesterday 
and were happy to accept a credit card for payment. 
Regards to all - Don't overdo it in the garden, you'll pay for it later !! 
Barry D 
 

I use Hilperton Nursery a lot. Their plants are top class and very competitively priced. I'll be 
ordering from them again soon (just don't tell David!!) 
Meantime, I'm adding a photo of a beautiful shrub that we inherited here, in " Norah’s 
Garden"; early flowering,  non-scented . Anyone else got this? 
Alison  


