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Minutes of the Meeting of Worton Parish Council held on Monday 7 September 2020 7pm via 
Zoom due to Covid 19 restrictions    
 
Present: Cllr Barry Devine (BD) (Chairman); Cllr David Johnson (DJ) (Vice Chairman); Cllr Dicky 
Parsons (DP); Cllr Malcolm Powell (MP); Cllr Richard Slack (RS); Cllr Nick Stokes (NS)  
 
Also present: Liz Starling (Clerk); Cllr Richard Gamble (RiG) 
 
Apologies: Cllr Mark Fisher (MF); Cllr Robert Goss (RG); Cllr Roger Wilshire (RW) 
 

30/20/21  Welcome and Apologies: The Chairman welcomed councillors and received 
apologies.  
 

31/20/21  Declaration of Members’ Interests: There were no declarations of interest. 
 

32/20/21  Minutes of meeting held on 6 July 2020: The last line of item 25/20/21 was 
amended to read: it was agreed that a separate email/internet policy will be 
considered. 
Resolved: It was proposed by DJ, seconded by MP and agreed by all that with the 
above amendment, the minutes were an accurate record. The minutes will be signed 
at a later date due to Covid 19 restrictions.  
 

33/20/21  Exclusion of the press and public: 
Resolved: Proposed by NS, seconded by MP and agreed that a resolution be passed 
to exclude the press and public from the meeting for item 14 of the agenda in 
accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, in order to 
discuss the items. 
 

34/20/21  Wiltshire Councillor’s Report: 

• RiG reported that the next meeting of Devizes Area Board will be held online on  
Monday 14 September. Danny Kruger will be speaking on his recent report to the 
Prime Minister on Community Engagement, and Government plans for the recovery. 
Chris Welham, Chief Executive of Wadworth on the issues faced due to Covid-19 and 
plans for the recovery; there will also be a presentation on how Independent Devizes 
Businesses are dealing with the recovery. 

• There has been little demand so far this year for Area Board grants. 

• Black Dog crossroads has taken a leap in the priority issues. There is a low death  
rate but the incident rate of accidents at the crossroads is high. A study is being 
undertaken by Atkins. Any thoughts on what the problem is then let RiG know. RS 
suggested that a consolidated view is obtained from Councillors and parishioners. 

• Still trying to get a railway station for Devizes at Lydeway. 

• RiG aware that there had been correspondence concerning the cedar tree in  
Cedar Close. Clerk advised that she had received notification that afternoon that the 
tree report was back and there is a volume of deadwood and dieback and the 
presence of a of a wood decay pathogen (P. Schweinitzii). She has requested a copy 
of the report. 

• RiG has also received correspondence from parishioner re disabled accessibility  
of Back Lane and the resurfacing carried out by Wiltshire Council. It was suggested 
the Parish Council might put a bid in to WC have the path upgraded. It was noted that 
it is important to keep the landowner informed. 
 

  The Chairman declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow for 
an open session for 15 minutes where members of the public may make 
representations, answer questions and give evidence in respect of the business 
on the agenda. 
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Nothing raised (no members of the public in attendance) 
 
There were no further comments from the public therefore the Chairman closed 
the Open Session. 
 

35/20/21  Worton Good Neighbours: 
BD reported that he had circulated information from the online conference that he 
attended. Devizes Covid 19 support group were held in high accolade. 
The Worton group is in abeyance at the moment but not being disbanded in case it is 
needed again. 
 

36/20/21  Planning:  
It was noted that the following application was received 9/7/20 and that the Parish Council 
response was ‘No Objection’: 

20/05234/TCA
  

Prince Hill House, High 
Street, Worton, SN10 
5SE 

G1 - Silver Birch - Reduce in height to 
improve light to neighbouring property 

 

37/20/21  Whatleys Field: 
Clerk has received an email asking if the play equipment in Whatley field could be 
replaced. There was various discussion concerning the pros and cons of this. More 
information needed as to the number of families who would make use of it. To go on 
the October agenda.  
 

38/20/21  Bridleway WORT 23/24: 
Due to issues with dog fouling along Joiners Lane it was resolved to purchase a litter 
bin (£152 plus £9.99 delivery) for the High Street where telephone box used to be, 
and 20 ‘no dog fouling’ signs (£3.60 each) for the Worton part of Joiners Lane. Clerk 
to seek permission from Wiltshire Council and landowners. 
 

39/20/21  Artwork in Bus Shelters: 
It was suggested that Five Lanes School might like to paint a mural on the inside of 
the two Parish Council bus shelters (a similar project was carried out by schools in 
Gloucestershire). BD will approach the Headteacher to see if they are interested and if 
so, it will be discussed further. 
 

40/20/21  Community Speedwatch: 
DJ advised that Debbie McKay had stepped down and Suzanne Bonfield had taken 
over as coordinator. There are 10 volunteers in the group and it is one of the longest 
running groups as it was set up in 2011.  
The group had talked about Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) for the village which 
could be funded by grants. Clerk to send updated SID info to DJ and Suzanne. 
NS asked about metro counts for the village and it was agreed that these should be 
carried out again. DJ will provide exact locations to the Clerk who will submit an 
application to Wiltshire Council. 
 

41/20/21  Finance: 
a) Accounts to be paid: Full schedule including standing order amounts had been 
circulated prior to meeting. Resolved: Proposed by MP, seconded by NS and agreed all 

that the following accounts be paid: 
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b) 
Resolved: DP proposed, DJ seconded and agreed that the following payments made 
in August were authorised: 
 

Payable to      Net VAT Gross 

HMRC/E M Starling 366.34 0.00 366.34 

 
 

Payable to Net VAT Gross 

HMRC/ E M Starling 366.34 0.00 366.34 

SLCC Enterprises 25.00 5.00 30.00 

Total 391.34 5.00 396.34 

Inter account transfer: 

1 September 2020 Amount: 1000.00  

  Press and Public were excluded from the meeting at this point to discuss the 
following two confidential items as per resolution at 33/20/21 above. 
 

42/20/21  Staffing Matters: 
a) The National Joint Council for Local Government Services (NJC) has agreed the 
new pay scales for 2020-2021. Resolved: it was proposed by DP and seconded by 
MF that the Clerk’s salary be increased to the 2020-2021 rate for the scale point she 
was appointed on. Agreed. (Effective from anniversary of appointment which is 23 
June 2019). 
b) The NJC has also agreed that from 1 April 2020, minimum annual leave will 
increase from 21 to 22 days for employees with less than five years’ service. 
Resolved: This was noted and it was agreed to amend the Clerk’s contract of 
employment accordingly. 
c) It was agreed that the arrangements for the Clerk’s annual appraisal will be the 
same as last year and will be carried out by BD via Zoom. Any comments to be 
emailed through to BD. 
 

  Date of next meeting: Monday 5 October 2020 7.00pm via Zoom unless otherwise 
agreed by the Parish Council. 
 

  The Chairman closed the meeting. 
 


