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Minutes of the Meeting of Worton Parish Council held on Monday 5 October 2020 7pm via 
Zoom due to Covid 19 restrictions    
 
Present: Cllr Barry Devine (BD) (Chairman); Cllr Mark Fisher (MF); Cllr Robert Goss (RG); Cllr David 
Johnson (DJ) (Vice Chairman); Cllr Malcolm Powell (MP); Cllr Richard Slack (RS); Cllr Nick Stokes 
(NS)  
 
Also present: Liz Starling (Clerk); Cllr Richard Gamble (RiG); Tamara Reay; 3 members of the 
public 
 
Apologies: Cllr Dicky Parsons (DP); Cllr Roger Wilshire (RW) 
 

43/20/21 Welcome and Apologies: The Chairman welcomed councillors and received 
apologies.  
 

44/20/21 Declaration of Members’ Interests: There were no declarations of interest. 
 

45/20/21 Minutes of meeting held on 7 September 2020: Resolved: It was proposed by MP, 
seconded by DJ and agreed by all that the minutes were an accurate record. The 
minutes will be signed at a later date due to Covid 19 restrictions.  
 

46/20/21 Wiltshire Councillor’s Report: 

• BD introduced Tamara Reay and welcomed her to the meeting. Tamara hopes to 
succeed RiG as your Wiltshire Councillor after the local elections in May next year. 
Changes to the Divisional boundaries mean that Worton will become part of Devizes 
Rural West (as will Marston). The prospective Conservative candidate will be Tamara 
Reay (who was formerly Chief of Staff to Claire Perry MP).   

• RiG said that he was aware of the recent correspondence received regarding  
traffic and speed in the village. Community Speed Watch is a great asset but the 
problem seems to be when the Community Speed Watch teams are not operating. 
He is interested in using cameras to identify individuals but the police are not using 
them in the county. He mentioned that another parish is using unofficial cameras to 
record details of speeding cars. Information is unable to be used by the police but it 
does identify commercial vehicles with company names on them so problem can be 
raised with the relevant business/company. 

• RiG reminded the Parish Council that he is able to call in any planning  
applications for consideration by committee if appropriate. 

• RiG reported that the next meeting of Devizes Area Board will be held online on  
Monday 16 November. He is keen that environmental issues are dealt with at this 
meeting especially cycling. It is important that local cycle routes are improved and 
better connections between villages and towns. Would value any feedback that 
anyone can give. Sustainable Devizes have produced a document about cycling in 
the area. Available from: 
https://sustainabledevizes.org.uk/initiatives/transport/cycling. BD advised that he had 
joined the last Area Board meeting and felt it was a very positive evening. 

• Black Dog crossroads is on the agenda for the next Community Area Transport  
Group (CATG) meeting but is now a Wiltshire Council central project scheme. RiG 
has to determine whether or not to invite affected parish councils to comment. There 
appears to be no clear solution. RS suggested that the parish councils should not 
provide the technical solution but should hold the Wiltshire Council traffic officers to 
account. 
 

 The Chairman declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow 
for an open session for 15 minutes where members of the public may make 
representations, answer questions and give evidence in respect of the 

https://sustainabledevizes.org.uk/initiatives/transport/cycling
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business on the agenda. 
 
Clare Jones spoke regarding replacing the play equipment at Whatleys Field. She 
originally wrote to the Parish Council in October 2019 and then again during 
lockdown. Since the last meeting of the Parish Council, she has been in contact with 
local residents and is aware that the Clerk has received several letters of support. 
She would like the Parish Council to consider that: 

• there was play equipment in the field previously, it was removed due to damage 
not lack of use. 

• in Whatleys Close alone there are 10 children under the age of 12 and who are 
always out playing in the Close or the field.  

• Residents are trying to build up community spirit and having play equipment in 
Whatleys would be a focal point for the village. It would encourage the community 
to get to know each other. 

• In the village there is no youth club or facilities for children; having play equipment 
in Whatleys field would give the children somewhere safe to play without having 
to walk to Sandleaze play area at the other end of the village along a route that 
includes crossing the road at least twice (no continuous footpath); not always 
sufficient parking if you drive there. 

 
BD thanked Claire for her comments and for the work she undertook to canvas the 
view of parishioners.  
Two other residents (Harriet and Helen) also thanked Claire and reiterated how well 
the play equipment would be used. 
 
There were no further comments from the public therefore the Chairman closed 
the Open Session. 
 

47/20/21 Whatleys Field 
Members asked what equipment residents would like. In addition to play equipment, 
to consider fencing and gates to keep dogs out; also picnic table and benches. 
BD suggested that play area should be as future proof as possible; not just what is 
needed now but to also consider what might be needed in the future. There is 
external funding available so wish list could be quite extensive. He would also like to 
see community involvement in the project. Clerk has already done some research on 
equipment and funding. Clerk will get quotes for minimum and maximum amount of  
equipment plus safety surfacing and will consult with Clare on the required items. MF 
and DJ were asked to be involved as the Councillors with playground expertise.  
BD thanked Clare, Helen and Harriet again. RS also reiterated this, thanking them for 
making the effort to turn up and represent peoples view; he said it was great to get 
community engagement. 
 

48/20/21 Maintenance of replacement Cedar Tree in Cedar Close 
BD advised that since the last meeting, more detail has been available in the report 
on the tree sent through from Wiltshire Council. Wiltshire Council intend to replace it 
with another Lebanon Cedar but would like parish council/village help in looking after 
it. The general feeling of the Cedar Close residents is they would possibly be 
prepared to help with maintenance but have no expertise and need more information 
as to what is involved. Residents would also like pieces of the wood as souvenirs. 
RS pointed out that there was expertise in the village through the Gardening Club.  
Clerk to obtain more information re costing and what would be involved. 
 

49/20/21 Road Safety 
a) Clerk has not sent traffic survey forms yet as clarification needed on exact 
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locations. It was confirmed that metro counts would be sited in the same positions as 
previous i.e. at 7 High Street and the village hall. It was clarified the reason for 
requesting these counts were to see if the change to the speed limit has an effect on 
cars entering the village. If a third location is possible, to also site in the 40pmh zone 
- RS will clarify location. 
b) Correspondence has been received from a parishioner re speeding traffic along 
High Street and a recent accident resulting in damage to parked cars. It was noted 
that this is the same thing that happened a few years ago. Not sure how traffic 
calming would help; a site meeting was had between 4 and 6 years ago with Wiltshire 
Council Highways when the length of the High Street was walked and a suitable 
location for chicanes could not be agreed on. 
The Parish Council are considering Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) although there is 
no indication that speed was the cause of the latest accident. 
BD will respond to parishioner.  
DP is obtaining information on SIDs. RS said his personal view was that SIDs are 
effective. 
 

50/20/21 Parish Council Documents: 
a) Amended Risk Management Policy had been circulated prior to the meeting; now 
includes internet banking and virtual meetings. Resolved: Proposed by RS, 
seconded by MP and all agreed to approve the amended policy. 
b) The Reserves Policy had been circulated prior to the meeting. The Clerk clarified 
that 50% of precept was a suggested figure not what was actually held at present. 
Resolved: Proposed by RS, seconded by MP and all agreed to approve the policy. 
 

51/20/21 Village maintenance: 
It was agreed to use volunteers to cut the hedges at Sandleaze and Whatleys. This 
can be done over a weekend. 
 

52/20/21 Planning:  
a) The Parish Council’s response to the following planning application was 
considered: 
 
20/07701/TCA The Mill House Mill Road, Worton, 

SN10 5SF 
 

T1 - Lime tree  - crown lift to 
4m  

and reduce crown by 30%  
T2 & T3 - 2 x Conifer trees -  
reduce to 2.1m  
G1 - Conifer trees - fell 
G2 - Conifer trees - fell  

No objection 

20/07414/FUL Gertasha, Seend Road, Worton, 
Devizes SN10 1SQ 

Proposed Replacement  
Dwelling and Outbuildings. 

No objection 
 

53/20/21 Update on Artwork in Bus Shelters: 
Following on from email correspondence between BD and DJ, Chris Johnson has 
contacted the school who are potentially interested in this. Chris will meet art teacher 
to look at the project and will feed back to the Parish Council what they think is 
possible. 
 

54/20/21 Finance: 
a) Accounts to be paid: Full schedule including standing order amounts had been 
circulated prior to meeting. Resolved: Proposed by RS, seconded by MP and agreed all 

that the following accounts be paid: 
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b) Clerk requested permission to pay £11.99 for one month’s subscription to Zoom to 
facilitate public meetings in regard to the planning application for the Sandleaze 
development. This will give us up to 24 hours of non-interrupted meeting time as 
opposed to the 40 minutes we currently have on the free version.  Resolved: RS 
proposed, DJ seconded and all agreed that a Zoom subscription be taken out for one 
month only. 
 

Payable to Net VAT Gross 

HMRC/ E M Starling 397.04 0.00 397.04 

eUKhost Ltd 51.50 10.30 61.80 

Total 448.54 10.30 448.54 

55/20/21 Budget setting meeting: 
Clerk will email to ascertain councillors’ availability and will suggest dates for Zoom 
meeting. 
 

 Date of next meeting: Monday 2 November 2020 7.00pm via Zoom. 
 

 The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15pm. 
 


