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Minutes of the Meeting of Worton Parish Council held on Monday 2 November 2020 7pm via 
Zoom due to Covid 19 restrictions    
 
Present: Cllr Barry Devine (BD) (Chairman); Cllr Mark Fisher (MF); Cllr Robert Goss (RG); Cllr David 
Johnson (DJ) (Vice Chairman); Cllr Dicky Parsons (DP); Cllr Malcolm Powell (MP); Cllr Richard Slack 
(RS); Cllr Nick Stokes (NS); Cllr Roger Wilshire (RW) 
 
Also present: Liz Starling (Clerk); Cllr Richard Gamble (RiG); 1 member of the public 
 
Apologies: None 
 

56/20/21 Welcome and Apologies: The Chairman welcomed councillors and received 
apologies.  
 

57/20/21 Declaration of Members’ Interests: BD and MP declared an personal interest in 
item 9 (Replacement cedar tree) and will abstain from voting; RG declared a 
disclosable pecuniary interest in item 7 (20/07932/OUT) and will not take part in 
discussion or vote; DP and NS declared a personal interest in item 7 and both have 
applied for a dispensation; RW declared a personal interest in item 7 and will abstain 
from voting. 
 

58/20/21 Wiltshire Councillor’s Report: (brought forward as RiG has another meeting to 
attend) 
RiG has today emailed through a draft representation letter from various Parish 
Councils to Wiltshire Council re Black Dog Crossroads; he would appreciate 
comments on the letter. 
Next Area Board meeting is on 16 November. RiG is keen to have discussions in 
broad terms on environmental issues and in focussed terms on cycling and air 
quality. Focussing on what can be delivered in short term including cycle routes. 
Would value Parish Council’s input on what can be improved in terms of local cycling, 
footpaths etc. Three routes into Devizes in mind - from Lay Wood, Potterne, and the 
new station. From Worton (and other places too), access to Devizes by sustainable 
routes would be a useful issue to be addressed. 
RS and DP happy to coordinate/contribute to Black Dog discussions. 
 

59/20/21 Dispensation request for Councillor Nick Stokes: 
Dispensation requested to participate in any discussion relating to 20/07932/OUT. 
and to participate in any vote taken on 20/07932/OUT during the meeting held 2 
November 2020. 
A discussion ensued re declaration of both disclosable pecuniary interest and 
personal interests and the integrity of the Parish Council. Councillors were reminded 
that it is their own personal responsibility to declare interests and that the agenda 
item is to consider the dispensation request.  
A vote was taken on the dispensation for NS to participate in discussion and vote on 
20/07932/OUT: in favour 3 votes; against 3 votes; 3 abstentions. 
BD proposed that a dispensation be given to allow NS to participate in discussion but 
not to vote on 20/07932/OUT: in favour 7 votes; 2 abstentions  
Resolved: Councillor Nick Stokes is granted a dispensation to participate in 
discussion on 20/0707932/OUT but will not be able to vote. This dispensation applies 
to this meeting only.  
 

60/20/21 Dispensation request for Councillor Dicky Parson: 
Dispensation requested to participate in any discussion relating to any planning 
applications in proximity to, but not including home address and to participate in any 
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vote taken on any planning applications in proximity to, but not including home 
address from 26 October 2020 onwards for a period of 4 years. 
Vote taken to participate in discussions and vote: In favour 2 votes; against 3 votes; 4 
abstentions. 
Vote taken to participate in discussions but not vote: In favour 8 votes; 1 abstention. 
Resolved: Councillor Dicky Parsons is granted a dispensation to participate in 
discussion on 20/0707932/OUT but will not be able to vote. This dispensation applies 
from 26 October 2020 to 25 October 2024. 
 

61/20/21 Minutes of meeting held on 5 October 2020: Resolved: It was proposed by MP, 
seconded by DJ and agreed by all that the minutes were an accurate record. The 
minutes will be signed at a later date due to Covid 19 restrictions.  
 

 The Chairman declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow 
for an open session for 15 minutes where members of the public may make 
representations, answer questions and give evidence in respect of the 
business on the agenda. 
 
The only member of the public in attendance expressed his disappointment, bearing 
the importance of the application, that no other members of the village had joined the 
meeting. 
He is attending this meeting to reinforce the letter he has sent to Wiltshire Council.  
All developments that have taken place e.g. Gaisford Chase etc, generally the village 
has benefitted from having additional properties. 
This proposed development not particularly well thought out; creates substantial 
safety issues; has great implications on quite a lot of adjoining properties. 
With regard to the landowner and planning consultants: forcing this particular 
decision into the arena in the middle of the Covid pandemic and facing another 
lockdown - totally irresponsible and inappropriate. Should be refused on that issue 
alone. 
 
There were no further comments from the public therefore the Chairman closed 
the Open Session. 
 

 RG left the meeting at this point. 

62/20/21 Planning:  
a) The Parish Council’s response to the following planning application was 
considered: 

20/07932/OUT Land at 
Sandleaze Farm, 
Worton  

Outline planning application for up to 26 dwellings 
and associated infrastructure with all matters 
reserved for future consideration except for access 

 
RS said that the Parish Council need to accurately reflect the representations that 
have been received from the village. He has not had chance to analyse the 
comments received in the last couple of days but prior to that, the comments 
received can be summarised as: 47 comments received; 28 specifically opposed to 
the application, 1 in support and 18 are neutral comments that reflect a broader 
discussion. Top concerns of residents are road safety, loss of amenity, 
sustainability, size of proposal, outside of settlement boundary, mental health 
concerns including timing in terms of the pandemic pandemic, potential of setting a 
precedent for future developments, lack of community spirit on behalf of the 
developers. 
Public views have been obtained by way of a public Zoom meeting, emails, 
telephone calls and face to face contact. 
The following points were also raised in the lengthy discussion that ensued: 
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• same application as the one in 2017 which was rejected by Wiltshire Council;  

• one Councillor suggested that the issues of traffic, pavement width and cycling 
are smaller problems as it could be argued that more people will be working 
from home so vehicle numbers wouldn’t go up; children currently walk 
everyday from Sandleaze to school along pavement; Worton is a cycling rat 
run.  

• Access - several Councillors expressed a view that the proposed access is not 
safe. Wiltshire Council Highways need to do more work to show access is safe 
including taking more recent metro counts into consideration.  

• Size of development - not against some sort of development but 26 houses is 
too much. May only be 20 separate building as some properties would be semi-
detached. Two parish surveys in village have shown that residents do not want 
large developments of over 15-20 houses. 

• Amount of proposed open space - concern that Wiltshire Council will not adopt 
open space and that it would fall to the Parish Council who could be left with 
huge liability for maintenance of the land. Section 106 agreement is not public 
at the moment. 

• Development needs to be sustainable 

• Concerns that less comments have been received due to Covid.  
It should be noted that the Parish Council do not decide the planning application. It 
is decided by Wiltshire Council based on the National Planning Policy Framework 
and the Wiltshire Council Core Strategy and any other evidence available at the 
time. 
NS, DP and RW left the meeting at this point 
There are 5 options in responding to the consultation and Councillors were asked 
to vote on each one: 
1. No comment: nil votes 
2. Support: nil votes 
3. Support subject to conditions: in favour 1 vote 
4. No objections: nil votes 
5. Object: in favour 3 votes, 1 abstention 
Resolved: Worton Parish Council considered the above application and has the 
following response to make: Objection 
 

 
RG, NS, DP and RW were readmitted to the meeting at this stage. 
 
BD thanked the Clerk for the work she has done and the Councillors for their 
contribution. In his closing remarks on this item he said that it was important for the 
village to work together, to be aware of the bigger picture longer term and to be 
looking to what can be done to support housing provision in the village with an open 
mind as we go forward. 
 
b) The following decision was noted: 

20/07701/TCA The Mill House Mill 
Road, Worton, SN10 
5SF 
 

T1 - Lime tree  - crown lift to 4m and reduce crown 
by 30% T2 & T3 - 2 x Conifer trees - reduce to 
2.1m G1 - Conifer trees - fell 
G2 - Conifer trees - fell  

Decision: No objection 
 

 

63/20/21 Replacement Cedar Tree in Cedar Close 
Wiltshire Council have asked if the Parish Council will contribute £150 to the cost of 
the replacement cedar tree. It was agreed to support this but Clerk was asked to 
clarify the size of the tree and to consider paying more for a bigger tree. Residents 
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will support with maintenance which Wiltshire Council have confirmed as minimal 
with no costs. Resolved: DP proposed, NS seconded and agreed that the Parish 
Council will fund a replacement cedar up to a maximum of £400. BD and MP 
abstained as they had declared an interest. 

64/20/21 Finance: 
a) Accounts to be paid: Full schedule including standing order amounts had been 
circulated prior to meeting. Resolved: Proposed by DJ, seconded by MP and agreed by 

all that the following accounts be paid: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Budget for 2021/2022. Clerk had circulated a draft budget for 2021/2022. Planters 
need repair or replacement so it was requested that £100 be allocated to Highways 
(there is already an amount for this in the current budget). 
It was suggested that the ground under the pedestrian gate to Sandleaze playing 
field be levelled before the weather gets worse. Clerk advised this should come out of 
this year’s budget. 
Resolved: Proposed by DJ, seconded by DP and agreed that the draft budget be 
accepted pending receipt of the council tax base. 
 
c)Schedule of Reserves 2021/2022. Clerk had circulated this prior to the meeting. It 
was noted that the General contingency stated they were 50% of precept. This is 
incorrect as figure shown is twice this amount. Suggested the wording “50 of precept” 
is removed. 
Resolved: Proposed by MP, seconded by DJ and agreed that the draft Schedule of 
Reserves be accepted pending receipt of the council tax base and any adjustments 
to the draft budget. 
 

Payable to Net VAT Gross 

HMRC/ E M Starling 410.84 0.00 410.84 

Wiltshire Association of Local Councils 15.00 3.00 18.00 

Playsafety Limited 72.00 14.40 86.40 

Total 497.84 17.40 515.24 

 Date of next meeting: Monday 7 December 2020 7.00pm via Zoom. 
 

 The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm. 
 


