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 Trevor Hale 

          NPTC Certified (arb) 
  
  
  
  

 
Tree Surgery 

     Covering All aspects 
  Including Stump grinding 
     Chipping & Hedging 

 07737934777 
    www.wiltshiretreesurgery.co.uk 

      Fully insured, Seend  

 
If you wish to promote your 

business in the area, 
    you could do much worse 
than advertise in this space. 

 
 
 

For just £30 a year, your advert 
will appear in 12 editions  
(i.e. just £2.50 a month) 

 
 
 

If you know anyone who might 
be interested,  

please can you encourage them 
to get in contact. 

 
 
 

email: 
editorofthebridge@gmail.com    
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THE BRIDGE 

         Editor: Giles Collins    editorofthebridge@gmail.com    

 

Worton and Marston Village Hall 
Run for the community by volunteers 

 

Available to hire for: parties, meetings, weddings, talks and more 
Capacity of 80 seated, 120 standing -  

fully fitted kitchen included in hire costs 
All proceeds go towards sustaining the Village Hall  

for the benefit of the community 
Visit our website or call Pauline on 01380 720248  

or e-mail dpcrisp@uwclub.net 
www.wortonmarstonvillagehall.btck.co.uk/ 

 

Bruce Bowes 

 

Bruce Bowes, the head of our family, passed away on the 27th Ju-
ly following a stoic battle with motor neurone disease. His cour-
age throughout was inspiring and reminded us all how precious 
life is. We and so many others will remember Bruce for his posi-
tive outlook, good humour and unending kindness. We will miss 
him everyday.  

 

The Bowes family 

 

CALLING ALL NEWCOMERS TO WORTON 
AND MARSTON 

 

If you moved into the villages during 2021 and have not received 
a Newcomers’ Booklet please let us know as soon as possible. 
Our list of 2020 Newcomers we hope is correct and we very much 
hope to hold the Newcomers’ Welcome Party at the end of Janu-
ary 2022, for both groups of people.  
 
 

Invitations to this will be delivered towards the end of the year but 
we do rely on being informed of houses changing hands. 
 
 

           Jean Lane 722069               Heather Walker 725785 



The Bridge September 2021 

Page 4 

 

 

 
 

For All Your Property Maintenance Requirements 
 

 Painting and Decorating (interior and exterior) 

 Tiling and Flooring 

 Paving, Decking and Patios 

 Guttering and Fascias 

 Light Building Works 

 Repair and Renovation Work 

 Garden Maintenance 

 
If you want a quote from an honest and reliable worker who takes  

pride in their work (references available) then contact … 

 
Robin Adams of ‘Adams Renovations’ (Devizes) 

07725 638 165  or 01380 720323  
or email adamsrenovations@tiscali.co.uk 

*  Free Quote       *  Competitive Prices     *  No Job is Too Small 
*  All Areas within Wiltshire Covered     *  Fully Insured 

          

  KU Carpentry & Construction Ltd 
 

  07968069749        01380 827007 
 

 Kultd2015@gmail.com 
 

All aspects of carpentry and building work undertaken,  
both private and commercial, 

extensions, conversions, refurbishments and newbuilds. 

mailto:adamsrenovations@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:Kultd2015@gmail.com
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SERVICE CALENDAR 

SEPTEMBER 

Visit the church website: www.christchurchworton.org.uk  
for service updates  

There were no weddings, baptisms or funerals  
at Christ Church in July. 

Updated covid rules now apply : 
There is no need to pre-book to attend services. 
Face masks should be worn on entry and exit. 
Masks are not now obligatory when seated, but their use 
is encouraged during singing.   

Sun Sept 12th       TRINITY 15       
8.00am    CHRIST CHURCH         
    BCP Holy Communion 

                             
Sun Sept 26th       TRINITY 17 
10.00am       CHRIST CHURCH 
                              Morning Praise 

Sun Oct 3rd           HARVEST 
8.00am                    CHRIST CHURCH 
                                BCP Holy Communion 
 
4.00pm                    CHRIST CHURCH 
                                All Age Harvest Festival  

OCTOBER 
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“Don’t Shiver, We Deliver” 
 

Seasoned hard wood logs, Loads available 
 
 

Call James on 01380 850312 or 07970781828 
 

‘Keeping Wiltshire Warm’ 
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Pastoral Letter  

(continued on next page) 

What the questionnaire in May 
told us 
 

It seems that everyone loves a 
model village, if the crowds of 
young and old at Babbacombe 
Model Village that I visited yes-
terday are anything to go by! As 
model villages go it is very cur-
rent with a modern high street 
and tech shops on display. I also 
noted that there were two church-
es, both with weddings going on 
at the same time. Two weddings 
a day is something we may have 
to consider with all the covid 
postponed wedding bookings that 
are currently coming into the 
Rectory! 
 

It seems that everyone loves their 
local church too, if the responses 
to the questionnaire we sent out 
in May are anything to go by.  In 
Worton and Marston, nearly 80% 
of you that responded told us that 
you really value the presence of 
your church in your village.  And 
before you think that the respons-
es only came from regular church 
goers, around two thirds of them 
came from people that may never 
attend church or only attend for 
weddings or Christmas. There is 
no doubt, that Churches are very 
special places, and they stand 
strong and calm in the midst of 
all our joys, sadness and pan-

demics, something they have 
been doing for hundreds of 
years.  
 

When it comes to the buildings 
and churchyards, it seems that 
most of the respondents were 
open to the idea of the church 
building being used for appro-
priate alternative uses, such as 
for film nights, exhibitions etc. 
There is however a greater con-
cern about using the church-
yards for alternative purposes. 
The main reason given for this 
is that churchyards should re-
main quiet and beautiful places 
where loved one’s graves can be 
visited without interruption. 
 

What was also good to see from 
the responses was that around 
two thirds of you in Worton and 
Marston valued having a local 
Christian community in your 
midst. We perhaps thought that 
this number would be lower, but 
then again, a church building 
without church (the collection 
people who seek to serve their 
local community as a witness to 
their love of God) is just an old 
hall that would probably be bet-
ter run by someone like the Na-
tional Trust or English Heritage! 
 

When we asked what type of 
church services you would like 
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Christ Church Team  

 

Rector: Rev’d Ali Bridewell      
01380 739064     07847 952868 

alison.bridewell@gmail.com 

 

Churchwardens: Jean Lane 01380 722069 
                                      Heather Walker 01380 725785 

(continued from previous page) 

to attend, if you were persuaded 
to even consider it, around 28% 
in Worton and Marston that re-
sponded said that they wanted 
traditional services, 44% stand-
ard services and 42% more 
modern informal church ser-
vices. There was also quite a bit 
of interest, 20%, in outdoor ser-
vices such as the Gathering on 
the Green in Marston. As a re-
sult of your feedback, we will 
be offering more informal ser-
vices on a regular basis in one 
or two of the villages in your 
area from the early part of next 
year. Watch this space! 
 

Finally, of the many and varied 
reasons why people don’t come 

to church (health, time of day 
etc), quite a few of you said 
the reason they didn’t come 
was because they don’t be-
lieve in God. In hindsight we 
have realised that the respons-
es are more likely to be saying 
that they don’t believe in the 
God they think we, as your 
local Christian community, 
believe in. Maybe then, the 
next time you meet one of 
your local churchgoers you 
could ask them to tell you 
what type of God they believe 
in. We think you’ll be pleas-
antly surprised. 
 

Rev Adrian 

mailto:alison.bridewell@gmail.com
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www.craigbrooksdecorating.co.uk 
craigbrooksdecorating@pm.me  
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From Christ Church and Worton and Marston Family 
of Churches: 

 
 
 

We are pleased that Christ Church is now open again every 
day. Our thanks to Peter Witcher and Tom Harwood for opening 
and closing again following relaxation of restrictions, which is hap-
pening gradually in Christ Church and will have been reviewed at 
the end of August. Please see the Wellsprings Benefice website for 
updates. 

 
 
 

COFFEE MORNING 10TH SEPTEMBER 

 

Don’t forget the Coffee morning being held in church (or outside) 
on Friday 10th September, at 10am   with donations to Dorothy 
House Hospice Care. Several of our very well-loved friends in the 
village received such wonderful care from the Dorothy House team 
earlier in the year. 
We welcome any cakes or offers of help for this. 
 

We welcome Rev Ali and Stu back from a very well-deserved holi-
day. They, and the Ministry team, work tremendously hard, with 
great commitment and enthusiasm for the Benefice. Please continue 
to pray for Ali as she continues through her treatment. 
 
 
 

COMING UP IN OCTOBER 

 

An afternoon All Age Harvest Festival on Oct 3rd 
An afternoon All Souls service on 31st October; a time of reflection 
for those who have died. 
More information on these to follow 
 
 
 

The FAMILY OF CHURCHES 'Gathering on the Green' was at-
tended by around 100 people of all ages, who enjoyed live music, 
Morris Dancers, hot dogs and burgers, free ice creams, and a chance 
to relax and enjoy the company of others, some whom many had not 
seen for sometime due to the covid restrictions. We have received 
good feedback, a good time had by all. Many thanks to all who 
came to support the event and to those who helped in any way. 
 
 
 

Heather and Jean, Churchwardens and on behalf of Worton and 
Marston Family of Churches. 
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TONY PARSONS 
Domestic Appliance Engineer 

Cookers                          Driers          Washing Machines 

SERVICE & REPAIRS 

Tel: 01380 723279             Mobile: 07970 117023 

07917818145             07876433655 01380 725652     07876433655 
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WASP SOUNDS 
 

I bought a record the other day from a second-hand shop; it was 
called ‘Sounds Wasps Make’. When I got home and played it, I said 
to myself: “this doesn’t sound anything like wasp sounds”.  

 

Then I realised I was playing the Bee side. 

 

Christ Church Churchyard 
 

Despite being few in number we had a productive morning on 10th 
July removing ivy from the churchyard wall. Many thanks to Helen, 
Steve, Georgina, Keith and John for their labour and also thanks to 
those who had to send apologies and of course Jean and Heather the 
providers of the refreshments.  
 

We hope to continue the task on Saturday morning 11th September 
and once again all hands will be welcome, and refreshments will 
once again be served. Start time is 9.30am but late starters will not 
be turned away, although if you are too late you might not get any 
cake!  Look forward to seeing you. 
 

Any enquiries please call me on 725785.  
 

Tony Walker 

 

Worton & Marston Link 
 

After far too long a time there will be a Link AGM at the Rose & 
Crown on September 13th at 7pm. We will discuss what we have 
been doing during Covid and what we would like to do in the fu-
ture. Please come along and have your say. We cannot improve our 
bus services but we are able to put in place a system whereby there 
is backup for important journeys. This is especially true when 
health is involved and driving becomes difficult. Even if you do 
not want to take part there is no reason not to come down and listen 
in pleasant surroundings and meet some of the drivers.  
 

I have asked Mystic Meg if she could predict the Covid situation 
that evening, unfortunately I have had no reply. Consequently the 
AGM may be cancelled at short notice if conditions are unsatisfac-
tory, I hope this will not cause any inconvenience. 
 

Alun Newman 
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SEPTEMBER 

BOOK SWAP 

 

Saturday 11th September 10.00am – 12 noon  
 At Marsh Farm, Seend Road, Worton 

(Hosted by Mandy Fielding) 
 
 

(Venue for October tbc) 

 

West Lavington Village Hall…... 
…. is starting a regular series of boot sales and Artisan markets 

 

The dates for the first ones are as follows….. 
 

BOOT SALE – Sunday 5th September  
2.00pm in West Lavington Village Hall 

 

ARTISAN MARKET – Sunday 12th September  
2.00pm in West Lavington Village Hall 

 

Free entry to all customers 

 

The Village Show 

 

A quick reminder to all that the Village Show is taking place on Sat-
urday 4th September. Remember, if you want to enter a class, 
please do so with any of the committee members by Wednesday 
1st. 

 

It will be great to see lots of people as we start to get back to nor-
mal. 

 

Thank you 

 

Bill Francis  
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Worton Parish Council 

 

Normally August is a quiet month for the Parish Council, but we 
held an extraordinary meeting at the beginning of the month. This 
was to have the opportunity to respond to the latest developments 
with regard to the outline plan for new housing on the Sandleaze 
farm site. You will probably be aware that, whilst the original sub-
mission for outline planning permission had been rejected by the 
Wiltshire planning authority, the developers have lodged an appeal, 
which is their right to do. 

 

The basis of the appeal lay largely in terms of the way that data had 
been considered in terms of access and traffic issues, though, as deci-
sions on planning matters always come down to judgment of the 
range of factors involved, the appeal also sought to question whether, 
on balance, that judgment should be reconsidered. 

 

As the fundamental details of the planning application were the same 
as those that had previously been considered at some length - it was 
not possible to change these as the appeal was related to the earlier 
submission - there was little need for further in depth discussion as 
our response to the planning authority had already been made. It will 
be recalled that this had been made after all residents had had the op-
portunity to air their views, both directly and via the Parish Council, 
particularly by way of a well-attended virtual Zoom meeting. 

 

We did, however, take the opportunity to amplify the points that had 
already been made in our earlier response. In summary, these were 
with regard to access, the Housing Needs Survey findings used and 
speculation on likely impacts. In addition, the Neighbourhood Plan 
steering group have reviewed their original response.  

 

The meeting was quite well attended and a number of concerns were 
expressed. It must be realised that the situation remains a fluid one. 
As a Parish Council we need to avoid speculation and deal with situ-
ations as they arise, keeping the best interests of our village as our 
priority. We will continue to do this and will make sure that every-
body has the opportunity to air their views as appropriate before we 
take a position as a Parish Council. 

 

I will also briefly refer to a very informative session that took place 
on the topic of fraud safety. This was led by a representative of 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

South West ROCU (Regional Organised Crime Unit). Those who 
attended were able to get some useful tips and could exchange an-
ecdotes that proved they were far from alone in their experiences. 
A supply of “The little book of big scams” was left for us. If you 
would like a copy, please see Sarah or I. 
 

Incidentally, what a pleasure it was to enjoy the upgraded facilities 
in our Village Hall. By the time you read this you will have had 
further opportunity to have a look for yourself during the VJ cele-
brations (many thanks to Chris, David and team). The Village Hall 
trustees have done fantastic work throughout the pandemic -they 
even missed out on accepting an award from Danny Kruger - and 
should be congratulated on how well they do a job that most of us 
are unaware of. 
 

I really hope you have enjoyed the summer and that the world is 
about to open up for us again. 
 

Barry Devine 

 

Dog Fouling in Back Lane 

  
 

Yes, it’s OK, we cleared up after your dog for you, twice lately as 
a matter of fact. 
 

You remember? Yes of course that narrow bit near where people 
walk, mothers push prams and small children ride their bikes and 
scooters en route to the playground. 
 

It’s OK if you manage to manoeuvre round it but if you don’t you 
run the risk of taking it home with you.  Unacceptable, don’t you 
think? 
 

Obviously the risk of having to pay £1000 fine is not an issue for 
you, but how about you have a bit of consideration for the rest of 
us and do the decent thing? 
 

Clear It Up Please! 
 

By the way the law states that being unaware a dog has fouled or 
not having a suitable bag is not a reasonable excuse. 

  

Suzanne and Andy Bonfield 
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Situated in Blackberry Lane, Potterne. 
 

Childcare awarded  
Outstanding in all areas by Ofsted  

 

Registered to deliver Free Entitlement  
for all ages 

Sessional care 9-12 or 12-3  
or full days available 

Homely indoor natural environment  
Stimulating outdoor space 
Welcome to visit anytime 

www.carersnest.co.uk 
01380 698088 

Follow our Facebook page  
for up to date information 

Rose and Crown 
Worton 

 

01380 724202 
 

                             Lunch time opening          Evening opening 
Monday                    Closed                       6pm -11pm 
Tuesday                          Closed                       6pm -11pm 
Wednesday                       Closed                       6pm -11pm 
Thursday                      Closed                       6pm -11pm 
Friday  Coffee Morning   10.30 - 2.30                  6pm -11.30pm 
Saturday                        12.00 - 2.30                  6pm -11.30pm  
Sunday                    12.00 - 2.30                  7pm -10.00pm  
                                                                                 7pm -11.00pm (on Quiz Sundays) 

 

Rolls and sandwiches available. 
Also look out for ‘Bill and Gerry’s’ Pop Up kitchen signs  

when they come here and cook. 

 

We have a pool table, darts and skittles. 
We have a quiz on the last Sunday of every month.  

Please pop in to the pub to find out what’s happening each month  
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(continued on next page) 

Worton and Marston Gardening Club 
 

Our typical British Summers make life difficult for us British gar-
deners and this year is proving to be no exception as after an excep-
tionally hot week at the beginning of July the rest of the month has 
been rather wet, without as much sunshine as I would have wished 
for. In other words, our tomatoes in the greenhouse got rather over-
done, the flowers bloomed joyfully, and the weeds set root and have 
tried to take over. As usual, the lack of sun has rather adversely af-
fected our flowers and roses. Fortunately, I have had to spend some 
time at home recently, so I have been madly deadheading our roses, 
which were brilliant this year, and I have been waging war on the 
weeds and any overgrown shrubs.  
 

Jane has got the tomatoes back on track now and we are getting a 
regular supply of tomatoes and cucumbers. The lettuces bolted be-
fore we could eat them all and we have plenty of courgettes. The 
Greyhound cabbage plants we bought from Bill at the plant sale are 
being eaten regularly, so all in all a good gardening year so far.  
 

Yesterday morning I went through the schedule for our village 
show. Although we haven't planted anything specifically with the 
show in mind I am hopeful that the garden will yield several worth-
while exhibits by the end of August. I think sunshine rather than 
rain is required now. 

 

Thanks to the end of Covid restrictions I was able to spend the last 
two days of July and the first day of August at the Silverstone Clas-
sic car meeting. Although the weather wasn't perfect we did have 
some sunshine and consequently the racing was interesting to say 
the least. All in all, a very enjoyable weekend.  

 

I am now looking forward to seeing everyone at our Village Show 
on Saturday 4th September.  

 

See you there. 

Dave 

 
As “life” slowly returns to normal we are planning for the next few 
meetings at least. 

 

September...another garden meeting and barbeque (venue TBA) 
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(continued from previous page) 

October...possibly a talk in the Village Hall.....and that's a far as 
we've got so far!! 
 

If you could all think about how you feel about meeting in the 
hall.... at the moment there are no limits or restrictions....but we are 
all keen that everyone feels comfortable about attending...any other 
thoughts/suggestions/ideas are always welcome. 
 

Any newcomers to the villages who would like to join us...that 
would be great...please email either of us (see below) and you will 
be added to the contact list and receive all the messages we send. 
At the moment subscriptions are £6.00 per year and will be due at 
the up-coming AGM..... 

 

Rosemary Rosenfeld  rosemaryrosenfeld@yahoo.co.uk       

Sally Brooks   svwood90@hotmail.com 

mailto:rosemaryrosenfeld@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:svwood90@hotmail.com
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(continued on next page) 

It seems unbelievable that another academic year has been and 
gone. In the last two terms we have said some farewells but have 
also welcomed new team members to Five Lanes and we look for-
ward to working together in the new academic year.   
 

At the end of term we said farewell to our fantastic Year 6 children 
who will be moving on to secondary school in September. We wish 
them lots of luck and every success in their next school adventure.  
They ended the year with a morning canoeing on the canal with De-
vizes Canoe Club followed by a party back at school.   
 

 

The school allotment is looking glorious with an abundance of fruit 
and vegetables growing. Please pop over to our Instagram page to 
see how amazing it looks @five_lanes_greenfingers. We are look-
ing forward to using the produce at our Community Soup Share in 
October. Keep an eye on our Facebook and Twitter pages for news 
and information about the event nearer to the time 
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(continued from previous page) 

Community Speed Watch - Figures so far this year  

Date 
Number 
of hours 

Number of 
vehicles 
reported 

Number of 
vehicles  

31-35 mph 

Total         
vehicle 
count  

Jan-21 1 6 14 205 Lockdown 

Mar-Apr 
21 9 30 134 2,605 Lockdown 

Apr-May   
21 11 67 228 3,546  

May-Jun   
21 12 79 306 3,544  

Jun-Jul   
21 11 61 225 3,444  

Jul-Aug   
21 13 112 325 4,067  

 

We are always very grateful for donations of school books for our 
library. We have recently been asked if there is a list of books that 
would capture the imaginations of our young readers, so with this in 
mind we have created a wishlist of books that would be perfect for 
the school library. If you were interested in donating a book, please 
follow the link: https://rocketshipbookshop.co.uk/wishlist/
view/4AIMY4JQ29XE/  We have used The Rocketship Bookshop 
an independent shop in Salisbury which is a lovely shop and well 
worth a visit. 
 

Finally, we would like to say a big thank to all of our fabulous chil-
dren, families, governors, PFA, volunteers, Open the Book team, 
PH Sports, Dauntsey’s School and Devizes School for their hard 
work, support, generosity and kindness over the past year.  We are 
incredibly lucky to have such a supportive school community. We 
hope you all have an enjoyable and relaxing summer and we’ll see 
you in September! 
 

Louise 

https://rocketshipbookshop.co.uk/wishlist/view/4AIMY4JQ29XE/
https://rocketshipbookshop.co.uk/wishlist/view/4AIMY4JQ29XE/
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FIVE LANES WI 
 

Our August meeting was a Bring and Share supper in Jean’s  gar-
den, with garden games like Giant Jenga, Skittles, Hoop-La etc. As 
there were only eight of us, more time was spent on eating and 
chatting rather than the games! The weather turned out warm and 
sunny so our only disappointment was how many members weren’t 
able to join us. 
 

With great excitement and anticipation, we look forward to our 
SEPTEMBER meeting in the VILLAGE HALL on TUESDAY 
SEPTEMBER 14th at 7:30pm. Please note the earlier time! As the 
Brownies aren’t starting back until later in the month, we will take 
advantage of being a little earlier. We hope to have a discussion 
about the possibility of changing to another night to enable an earli-
er start, as starting at 8:00pm makes for rather a late finish, once 
clearing/locking up is done. Please start having a think about this 
possibility. 
 

The meeting in September will be a talk on the work of local resi-
dent, RICHARD SNOW, who is a Senior Environmental Advisor 
for the MOD. He advises on the environmental management of 
training areas and recent projects have been in Kenya, Belize and 
Cyprus. With much discussion these days on environmental issues 
this sounds like a timely talk for us.  
 

If you are not yet a member of the WI but would like to come to 
this talk, please come along as a visitor. You will be very welcome. 
 

Future meetings include a Bring and Share Harvest Supper, a 
demonstration of how to make paper gift bags, and Christmas craft 
and eats. 
 

SEE YOU ON THE 14th!  
 

Jean Lane 722069 

 

LOOKING FOR A BABYSITTER? 
I am a qualified first aid baby sitter  

situated in the Worton/Marston area. 
For more information please contact me: Leila Salaman  

via: email:   Leila@salaman.com 
Mobile - 07414 203066         Telephone - 01380 720120 

mailto:Email-Leila@salaman.com
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OLD FORGE GARAGE, WORTON CLOCK 
WORKING AGAIN! 

 

 
 
 

The clock fitted to the outside wall of the Old Forge Garage, Wor-
ton is now working again after a long rest.  
 

The clock was made by James William Benson, who started his 
business in Cornhill and Ludgate Hill, London in 1847. James Ben-
son died in 1878, aged 52 years, and the business was taken over by 
his sons James, Alfred and Arthur.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 (continued on next page) 
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J. W. Benson Limited were official watchmakers to the Admiralty, 
War Department and held a number of royal warrants, being watch-
makers to Queen Victoria and several other royal families. In 1973 
the business was sold to Garrard Jewellers, London. 
 

 

The rear of the clock movement is 
stamped with the maker’s mark and 
bears the serial number 6752. Sadly 
Benson’s business records no longer 
exist, but it is likely that that the Wor-
ton clock was made during the last 
quarter of the 19th century. Before the 
clock was fitted in Old Forge Garage it 
had been fitted into the wall of Worton 
village school.  
 

The clock has a substantial weight 
driven movement, which is housed 
within a solid mahogany clock case on 
the inside wall of the garage. The 
movement drives a clock dial inside the 
garage and also drives the dial on the 
outside wall of the building. The drive 

is provided by a steel shaft, which passes through the brick wall to 
the dial. Behind the dial is a small gearbox, which drives the hands. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The images show the stamp on the rear movement plate, the move-
ment before it was refitted to the case, and the dial gearbox before it 
was dismantled and cleaned. 

(continued from previous page) 
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ECO-CORNER 
 

On route to COP 26 
 

Cllr Dominic Muns (left) and Cllr Tamara Reay (right) with Bishop 
Andrew and WL organiser Anne Wilson (kneeling right) welcome 
Youth Climate Change Network Relay’s Rachel Manders (standing 
with flag) and other YCCN walkers 
 

On Tuesday 20th July, the first time the UK has ever experienced an 
extreme hot weather warning, a group of very hot and weary walk-
ers arrived in West Lavington after walking 13 miles from Trow-
bridge.  Why would anyone walk this distance on such a hot day?  
 

Well, the Young Christians Climate Network (YCCN) is leading a 
relay from this year’s G7 summit in Cornwall to the Climate 
Change Conference, COP26, in November in Glasgow. Young peo-
ple, in particular, feel their generation is at stake and YCCN, among 
them, is calling on world leaders to take urgent action. 

 

On July 20th the pilgrims’ main route passed through our area and 
made an overnight stop in West Lavington before heading for 
Shrewton and Salisbury. They were welcomed by Andrew, Bishop 
of Ramsbury, by Wiltshire Councillors Dominic Muns (portfolio 
holder for education) and Tamara Reay (portfolio holder for climate 
change) and by local residents. West Lavington Mothers’ Union and 
local church members provided tea and cakes. 

(continued on next page) 
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Rachel Manders, one of the organisers of the relay, said, “to be 
clapped and cheered by about 30 people who were waiting outside 
the village hall for us was immensely moving and so encouraging”.  
Rachel was extremely thankful for the gift of hospitality from the 
villagers.   
 

Bishop Andrew thanked the walkers and said, “We are part of na-
ture ourselves. We are ourselves held in this remarkable balance of 
relationships.  You are making a transformational journey.  Things 
happen and changes will happen along the way”. 
 

Cllr Muns paid tribute. “It was a pleasure to attend and an incredi-
bly inspiring event. I thought Rachel was fantastic and leading the 
way in the fight against climate change. I am very grateful to her 
for the dedication and passion she has”. 
 

Cllr Reay said, “I look forward to following the journey, and I hope 
that everyone in West Lavington, and across the County will get 
involved in the Climate Change plans, including the Wiltshire 
Council Strategy which will be available for public consultation in 
September and October”. 
 

Devizes MP, Danny Kruger messaged his support. “Thank you also 
to everybody that has helped to organise this trip, and everyone 
who has helped in West Lavington. I honour what you are doing 
and wish you all the very best”. 
 

To know more about the Relay, go to  
https://www.yccn.uk/rise-to-the-moment 

(continued from previous page) 

 

The Marston Annual Footpath Walk…... 
 

…..will take place again this year, on Friday 27th August, meet at 
the Bus Shelter at 6.45pm for a prompt departure at 7pm.  
 

Our route this time will be across Right of Way No. 1 from End 
Farm to Cheverell Mill, along the lane to the far end of Longstreet 
and back to Marston Green. 
 

All are invited, dogs on leads where necessary please. 
 

Wear walking boots or stout shoes. 
 

Dave Hansford 

https://www.yccn.uk/rise-to-the-moment
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A Message from Tamara Reay 

Wiltshire Councillor for The Devizes Rural West Division 
 
 

Our world is already changing around us, with increasing tempera-
tures, extreme weather and risks to property, health, wildlife habitats, 
and food production. A sober assessment of our planet's future has 
been delivered by the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC), a group of scientists whose findings are endorsed by 
the world's governments. Their report is the first major review of the 
science of climate change since 2013. Its release comes less than 
three months before the COP26 climate summit in Glasgow. 
 

Scientists say a catastrophe can be avoided if the world acts fast and 
whilst this is of course a global challenge, there is still much that we 
can do in Wiltshire. In 2019 Wiltshire Council acknowledged the 
climate emergency and committed to becoming carbon neutral as an 
organisation by 2030.  
 

Over the last few months, as Wiltshire Council Portfolio Holder for 
Climate Change I have worked with the Climate Programme team to 
develop our Climate Strategy and on 1st September the draft Strategy 
will be available for public consultation. This is your chance to help 
shape the future of Wiltshire in its journey to becoming a carbon 
neutral county and more resilient to climate impacts. We will be ask-
ing for your views on how you think residents, communities and 
businesses in the county, can all play their part to achieve this. 
 

There will be an opportunity to attend engagement events to ask 
questions and share your views during the six weeks of the consulta-
tion period, so please do get involved and help to spread the word. 
The full consultation documents and information about events will 
be available at www.wiltshire.gov.uk/green-economy from 1st Sep-
tember.  
 

I know that many communities are keen to take local action towards 
carbon neutrality and I am keen to work with local groups to pro-
gress initiatives.  As well as Devizes Area Board funding opportuni-
ties, this week a new grant programme was announced by the Na-
tional Lottery.  Together for Our Planet will open for applications on 
1st September and will offer grants from £1,000 to £10,000 to sup-
port communities to take action on climate change. Projects could 

(continued on next page) 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wiltshire.gov.uk%2Fgreen-economy&data=04%7C01%7CTamara.Reay%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C8043cca4d4c54a17acf008d95379c193%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637632604658499526%7CUnknown%7C
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The village hall now owns this 9m x 3m party gazebo 
Ideal for parties or even wedding receptions 

It is available for hire for just £50.            
Please contact: 

Pauline (720248) or Jeff (726845) or any other Trustee 

cover areas such as food, transport, energy, waste and consumption 
or the natural environment. I would be delighted to support groups 
across Devizes Rural West take local action on Climate Change - 
please do get in touch if I can help on Climate Change or any other 
matter.  
 

Tamara Reay 

 

Tel: 07711 824864  
Email: tamara.reay@wiltshire.gov.uk 

(continued from previous page) 

 
 

Letter to the Editor  

  
 

Dear Sir 
 

I found it very interesting that nearly all of the reports from the 
Parish Council were paraphrased from what I have been trying to 
get through to them for some time. I would suggest that more of 
the people of Worton attend Council meetings and say what they 
feel so that their views can be represented as well. 
 

Yours 
Roger Wilshire 
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01380 699115 
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THE DASH 

 

by Linda Ellis 
 

I read of a man who stood to speak at the funeral of a 
friend. He referred to the dates on the tombstone from the 

beginning… to the end. 
 

He noted that first came the date of birth and spoke of the 
following date with tears, but he said what mattered most 

of all was the dash between those years. 
 

For that dash represents all the time they spent alive on 
earth and now only those who loved them know what that 

little line is worth. 
 

For it matters not, how much we own, the cars… the 
house… the cash. What matters is how we live and love 

and how we spend our dash. 
 

So think about this long and hard; are there things you’d 
like to change? For you never know how much time is left 

that still can be rearranged. 
 

To be less quick to anger and show appreciation more and 
love the people in our lives like we’ve never loved before. 

 

If we treat each other with respect and more often wear a 
smile… remembering that this special dash might only 

last a little while. 
 

So when your eulogy is being read, with your life’s ac-
tions to rehash, would you be proud of the things they say 

about how you lived your dash? 

Below is a poem that was read recently at the funeral of a relative, a 
remarkable man who tragically died far too young. He made a huge 
impact on everyone he met. 

 

Tom      23rd October 1984  - 14th July 2021 
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We get an average saving of 4.5 pence 
per litre off heating oil  

for our buying group members 
every time. 

Are you benefitting from such savings? 

IF THE ANSWER IS NO  
THEN JOIN OUR GROUP AND 

START SAVING MONEY! 
All communities welcome. 

No One is excluded! 

www.findmyheatingoil.co.uk  
Chris Cole    01380 818724       

chris@findmyheatingoil.co.uk 

 

Your friendly, female decoratress! 
 

All decorating or  
painting projects considered,  
including children’s murals 

 

I am tidy, reliable and competitively priced 
 

Call Carolynn on 07881 200218 
or email ceeceedecoratress@gmail.com 
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Does your business have what it takes  
to be Trading Standards Approved? 

Buy With Confidence is a national register of ‘Trading 
Standards Approved’ businesses. If you run a business 
and are interested in joining the scheme then please 
email -    

tradingstandards@wiltshire.gov.uk  
for further information 

Are you a consumer looking for a 
business you can trust?  

All ‘Trading Standards Approved’ businesses have been 
vetted, approved and continue to be monitored by Trad-
ing Standards. 
 

To search for a local business near you please visit: 
www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk  

or contact 0300 456 0100  

Buy with Confidence 
Trading Standards Approved 
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Local professional scaffolding service 
 

Please call 01380 726999 
 

www.iscaffwilts.co.uk 
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‘Doggy Dilemmas’ 
 
 

Puppy and Dog training classes 
Dog walking 
One to Ones 

Dog Boarding 5* rated by Wiltshire Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Debs on 
01380 730564   or  07966 617617 

Email debsmackay@hotmail.com 
www.doggy-dilemmas.co.uk 
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Extracts from The Bridge (August 1991),   

kindly provided by Tony Walker  
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Deadline for items for the next Bridge is 15th September 2021 
Giles Collins, Editor at Westview House, 109 High Street, Worton 

Telephone: 01380 728664 
email address:   editorofthebridge@gmail.com 

Regular Meetings  

 

In the Village Hall  
(all currently suspended or on Zoom) 

 

• Gardening Club   
     3rd Monday 8.00pm (not Aug/Dec) 

• Pilates classes  
    Thursdays 7pm-8pm & 8pm-9pm 

• Ladies Group 
    Last Wednesday (not Aug/Dec) 

• Women's Institute   
    2nd Tuesday 7.45pm 

• Worton Toddler Group 
    Wednesday 10.00 am - Noon 

• 1st Worton & Marston Brownies 
Alternate Tuesdays (term time only) 

• Worton Parish Council Meeting 
   1st Monday (not Aug) or as shown on 

notice boards 

 

In the Chapel at Marston 
(currently suspended or on Zoom)  

• Marston Parish Council Meeting 
    Last Tuesday (every odd month) 

 
 

Various Venues  
Announced Monthly 

• Book Swap 
    2nd Saturday 10.00 - Noon 

 

Mobile Library 
Location: The School, 1.10 - 1.50pm   
Next Date:  Monday 13th September 
 
 

Call Wiltshire Library Services  
on 01225 713727 for information 

VILLAGE DIARY 

Kerbside Collections 
in September 

 

Black box and Plastic   
and card recycling:  

Tuesdays 7th & 21st   
 

 

Household waste: 
Wednesdays 1st & 15th & 29th   

 

 

Garden waste: 
Fridays 3rd & 17th    

  

Worton and  

Marston Link                                                                                                                         
 
 

If you need help with 
transport for hospital 

appointments visiting the doc-
tor and dentist or other im-
portant journeys. 
 

 Call  W&M Link 
on   07413 912828     

Forthcoming Events 

4th   Village Show 
10th Coffee, Cake & Chat 
11th Book Swap  
13th Link AGM  
14th W.I. meeting 
17th Are you Crafty?  


